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The heart of the Puritan. Selections from letters and journals. Edited 
by Elizabeth Deering Hanscom, Ph.D., professor of English, Smith 
college. (New York : Macmillan company, 1917. 281 p. $1.50 net) 

The supreme duty of the hour is the -winning of the war. In the 
gigantic common effort for that end the historical scholars of the country 
are taking part along many lines. A goodly number are directly en- 
gaged in "war work." Many others are rendering no less valuable ser- 
vice by continuing their labors along the customary lines. Of special 
value is the production of books and articles which bring to their readers 
a keener realization of the worth of the ideals for which America stands 
in the war. Such a service has been well performed by Miss Hanscom 
in the preparation of The heart of the Puritan. 

Making bold to take issue with the dictum of Mr. George E. Woodbury 
that "The heart of the Puritan is a sealed book" Miss Hanscom aims to 
reveal that heart through a series of excerpts bearing upon the daily life 
and thought of the puritans. Nearly all the selections are from aceount 
books, reports, diaries, and letters written by New England puritans, 
though a few from non-puritan sources have been included. It is> there- 
fore, by unconscious revelation from within that the puritan heart is to 
stand revealed. Whether the aim is attained, it would seem to the re- 
viewer, must depend upon the reader. Certainly Miss Hanscom by judi- 
cious selection and skillful arrangement has done well her part. The 
puritans of New England here stand self portrayed. But why should a 
revelation of the heart of the puritan be limited to the puritans of New 
England? Puritanism was not confined to New England. 

Miss Hanscom has wisely refrained from an excess of editorial anno- 
tation, but has not altogether avoided the opposite error. Not all the 
documents tell their own story. I feel sure that a good many average 
readers, for whom alone, we are assured, the book is intended, would 
have welcomed more information in regard to the writers than has been 
furnished. Despite the protest of Miss Hanscom that titles and editions 
are caviare to the general, I venture to believe that a good many of 
those same average readers, inspired by the book into seeking a larger 
knowledge of the puritans, would have welcomed such information. 

Frank M. Anderson 

Writings of John Quincy Adams. Edited by Worthington Chauncey 

Ford. Volume VII, 1820-1823. (New York: Macmillan company 

1917. 516 p. $3.50.) 

In no other volume of Writings is the reader so much impressed 

with the untiring labors of John Quincy Adams. Perplexing questions 

of the department of state consumed his time and he seemed to disregard 



